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Preliminary Concept Sketch 

New Freestanding Library 

Facility 

• Two Levels + Partial 

Basement 

• Approximately 29,900 sq. ft.  

• $16.9 Million 

Designed For the Future of Southington 

• Expanded Spaces for Children and Teens 

• Meeting & Work Spaces for Individuals and Groups 

• Acoustical Separation for Noisy and Quiet Spaces 

• Fully Accessible & Code Compliant 

• Efficient Building Systems 



Why Do We Need a  

New Building? 

• The current facility does not meet fire code 

• Is not ADA compliant 

• Has failing building systems 

• Does not meet the needs of our town 



Demonstration of Need 

• Southington Plan of Conservation and 
Development.  

• ADA Compliance Assessment 

• Existing Building Conditions 

• Statistical Comparisons & Analysis 

• Community Feedback 

– Strategic Planning Processes, 2009-2020 

– Community Survey, November 2019 

– Community Meeting, January 2020 

– Post-Pandemic Outlook Survey, June 2021 



POCD 

Not Expected to be Adequate  

for community needs to 2026. 



Building Conditions 
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Community Feedback 

“Very Crowded 

Stacks – Hard to 

Maneuver” 

“Need More Private 4-6 

Person Meeting Rooms / 

The Community Room 

Being in the Basement is 

So Disconnected.” 

“Larger Children's 

Area, It’s Way too 

Cramped” 

“Some Spaces for 

Quiet Study and 

Others That Allow 

For Socializing” 
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Community Feedback 



Current Conditions 

• Expanded Spaces for Children and Teens 

• Children 
– Shelving units are too tall for kids 

– Little to no display space  

– Lack of places for parents to sit. 

– The area is easily overcrowded before and after events. 

• Teens 
– Too close to quiet spaces 

– Doesn’t provide adequate space for both active and study spaces 

• Meeting & Work Spaces for Individuals and Groups 

• There aren't enough tables and chairs to meet the current demand.  

• Seating is grouped together in tight locations, such as the cafe area and mezzanine.  

• Groups working quietly still disturb others.  

• An enlarged program room will seat more people and host larger events, keeping noisy 
activities out of the cafe corner. 

• Acoustical Separation for Noisy and Quiet Spaces 

• Groups working quietly still disturb others.  

• The most frequent complaint is that the Library is too loud. With multiple tutoring sessions 
and others working together, it can get distracting. 

• Space is also needed for quiet reading, privacy, and individualized work. 
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Collaborative VS 
Quiet Spaces  



Collaborative VS 
Quiet Spaces  

Main Level 
Preliminary Concept Design 

Flexible and Modular 

 

Collaboration Wing 

• Group Study/Tutoring  

• Meeting Spaces 

• Create Space 

• Large Program Room with 

External After-Hours Access 

 

Quiet Spaces 

• Quiet Study Room 

• Local History Collection 

 

Accessible and Welcoming 
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Preliminary Concept Design 



Upper Level 
Preliminary Concept Design 

Children’s VS 
Teen Spaces 



Upper Level 
Preliminary Concept Design 

Children’s VS 
Teen Spaces 

Family Centered 

 

Children’s Space 

• Dedicated Children’s 

Program/Storytime Room 

• Multiple Activity Spaces 

• Computer 

• Play 

• Group Study 

 

Teen Space 

• Group Study 

• Hangout Space 

 

Engaging & Safe Environments 



Basement Level 
Preliminary Concept Design 



External Concept Renderings 



Cost Estimates 



Sq. Ft. Comparison 



FAQ 

Voting Yes Means 
• A library that is up to code and 

expands space for services, while 

addressing additional community 

needs 

• Multiple programming spaces for 

simultaneous events 

• Acoustical Separation 

• ADA compliant aisles 

• Larger Friends of Library 

Bookstore 

• Space designed appropriate to the 

needs of children and teens 

Voting No Means 
• Millions will need to be spent to 

reach code and upgrade 

infrastructure  

• Space for people, programs, and 

collections will be lost in order for 

those upgrades and compliance to 

occur 

• Acoustical concerns and lack of 

meeting spaces will remain 

If the project goes to referendum what does 

your vote mean? 



FAQ 

Why build new instead of renovating and 

can we use Derynoski?  
• In a new building 

– Designing a functional floor plan is easier 

– Shorter construction period  

– Minimizes unforeseen conditions 

– Normal operations can continue throughout construction  

• Derynoski 

– Decisions about what to do with school have not been made 

– If it remains a school there will be security expectations that a public 

building like a library cannot maintain  



FAQ 
What are the Code and Infrastructure Issues? 

 

Code: 

• Reconfigure parking lot for accessible spaces and increase lighting. 

• Reconfigure furniture and shelving providing adequate clearance. 

• Additional ADA upgrades to: 
– Exterior Entrances 

– Bathrooms 

– Elevator 

– Computer Area 

• Replace or install fire doors throughout building 

• Remove and rebuild interior walls to fire code 

• Reconfigure mechanical room drainage to meet building code 

• Remediation of hazardous materials 



FAQ 

What are the Code and Infrastructure Issues? 

 

Infrastructure: 

• Replace air handling units 

• Replace pipes rotting in baseboard heat 

• Upgrade temperature control system 

• Upgrade electrical distribution system and install efficient lighting 
fixtures 

• Replace hot water pump and cold water distribution 

• Repair crack in water main between street and shut off valve 

• Clean & replace air ducts throughout 

• Replace rotting shingles on vertical roof 

• Replace carpeting and finish interior painting 



FAQ 

How was the cost projected? 
• Tappé Architects contracted with PM&C LLC, out of 

Massachusetts, to provide the original cost estimate in February 

of 2020. 

• The proposed plan has gone through many iterations during this 

time, but Tappé has continued to consult with the cost estimators 

throughout the process.  

• The estimate was reviewed again in April of 2021, taking into 

consideration the post-pandemic economy.  



FAQ 

Who will be paying for the project? 
• We are hoping the Council will send the project to referendum 

in the amount of $16,900,000.  

• The Library will be applying for a grant up to $1,000,000 from 

the Connecticut State Library.  

• The Library Board of Directors has a fund at CFGNB for 

capital improvements. These funds will likely be used to either 

offset the total project cost or pay for incidentals not within the 

budget.  

• The Friends of the Southington Public Library may also elect 

to contribute funds.  

 

 



FAQ 

Why is Library Construction So Expensive? 

• Libraries present challenging HVAC scenarios. 
• Up to $15/20sqft for HVAC alone 

• Libraries have challenging acoustical concerns 

• Durable finishes due to high visitor volume 

• Furnishings need to be simultaneously comfortable, 
durable, hygienic, and attractive 

• Parking requirements generally exceed the floor area 
of the building 

• Libraries have high levels of information technology 
and audio visual systems 



FAQ 

Can Southington afford this? 
 

• We are below or debt limit 

• The Town manages debt effectively  

• The Town has prepared for this project 



FAQ 

Why is this the Library 
project a good 
investment? 

 

• Libraries help bridge the digital 
divide and provide equitable access 
to resources for the entire 
community 

• Early Childhood Education  

• Out of town visitors are likely to 
spend money in Southington 
businesses.  

• Over 200,000 people visit the 
Library annually  

• Return on Investment (ROI) 
calculators have determined that 
libraries provide exponential 
services for each dollar invested.  
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